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If there are no witnesses at the time of divorce, does the divorce still take place?
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding the
following issue: If a person divorced his wife in privacy without any witnesses, then
Is the divorce still valid?

Questioner: Abdullah from England, U.K.
ANSWER:
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In divorce, the presence of witnesses is not necessary; if a person gives divorce completely
alone, the divorce is valid, just as in is stated by my master, A'lahadrat [al-lmam Ahmad
Rida Khan] in Fatawa Ridawiyyah, 'The first husband gives divorce, but excuses himself
only by stating that the divorce was given privately, not in the presence of four witnesses.
Therefore, if he misunderstands due to his ignorance that the divorce did not occur, then his
claim is wrong and invalid. Divorce is given completely alone, whenever it happens.’

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 12, p. 366]
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Answered by al-Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadiri
Translated by Haider Ali



