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Should a grave be level with the ground or above it?
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: When someone passes away, then should their grave be
made level or should it be raised above the ground, and also how should it
look on the outside; if you can please grant some guidance.

Questioner: Inayat from England
ANSWER:

Cakally 530 Jaal 2l CA BN SIAl gy Al
A grave should notbe level with the ground; rather, it should be one span! above
the ground, or some amountabove. The grave should be shaped like the hump of
a camel); it should notbe quadrangulari.e. four cornered - that which has four flat
sides [e.g. squared, rectangular].

Just as it is stated in Fatawa ‘Alamgir,
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“A grave is to be raised like the hump of a camel; it is not to be made with four
corners.”

[al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah, vol 1, ch 21, pg 166]

Likewise, it is stated in Bahar-e-Sharrat that the grave should not be made with
fourcorners (i.e. rectangular or square), but it should be raised, like the hump of a
camel. There is also no harm in sprinkling water on it (the grave), butitis better to.
The grave should be about one span high, or a little bit more than a span.

[Bahar-e-Sharrat, vol 1, part 4, pg 844]
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Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadirt
Translated by Haider Ali

1 A maximum distance between the tips of the thumb and the little finger.



