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Is it necessary for a new Muslim to change their name?

Al Jowy e pMadly 65Lally L raxll
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state
regarding the following issue: Is it necessary for a new Muslim to change
their name?

Questioner: Mr. Adam from England, U.K.
ANSWER:

sally Seil L) Je>1 pll LBl Slall piomy LloxT
If the first name of a new Muslim does not contravene Islam i.e. it does not
consist of any polytheistic meaning, then there is no need to change such name.
However, it is better & Mustahabb [rewardable] to change this into an Islamic
name as names have an effect on a person; this is the reason why the religion of
Islam teaches us to keep good names.

Just as the Noble Prophet 5% stated,
"oSe ol lgin>B (ST elowly (aSilaawl dolall por ek aSs"

“‘On the Day of Resurrection, you will be called by your names and by your
father's names, so give yourselves good names.”

[Sunan Abt Dawud, p. 1585, Hadith no. 4938]

However, if the current name is undesirable, then it is Mustahabb' to change it
because it has an effect on a person. Just as it has been mentioned narrated by
Sayyiduna Sa’'ld Ibn al-Musayyab - may Allah Almighty be pleased with him - in
Sahih al-Bukhart, stating that when my grandfather presented himself in the

noble court of the Holy Prophet is.t,
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1 Desirable/commendable/recommended



“The Noble Prophet 25t said (to him), ‘What is your name?’ He said, ‘My name
is Hazn.” The Prophet iy said, ‘But you are Sahl.” He said, ‘I will not change my

name with which my father named me.’ Ibn al-Musayyib added, ‘Thus, we have
had roughness (in character) ever since.”

[Sahih al-Bukhart, vol. 4, p. 1563, Hadith no. 6190]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Ziya al-Qadiri
Translated by Haider Ali



