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How is it for women to attend mixed gatherings?

AKJ\ d)u)ujcem‘}b)u\}dﬁw\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Can a woman go to such a Dhikr gathering where both
males and females are doing Dhikr together, and the woman be in full veiling?
It would be great if you could please bless us with proofs alongside the answer.

Questioner: Zubair from India

ANSWER:
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It is not permissible to attend such a Dhikr gathering in which males and females are
performing Dhikr in the same place. Yes, if the area for men is separate to that of the
females, such that the voice of the females does not reach the males, thus there is no
problem in going to such gathering. This is because there is a veil in the eyes of
Sharrah between mature girls [i.e. those of the age of puberty] and nhon-Mahram men,
and likewise, there is a veil according to Sharrah between mature boys and mature
non-Mahram females; it is impermissible to look at a non-Mahram female. The Noble
Prophet # has regarded this as one of the arrows amongst the poisoned arrows of
Satan.
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“A believer looking towards the beauties of a woman is one of arrows from the
poisoned arrows of Satan. Whosoever refrains from looking at women out of the fear
of Allah Almighty and the hope of reward, so Allah Almighty will bestow upon him such
worship whose joy he will attain.”

[Hilyah al-Awliya’, vol 6, pg 101]

When it is impermissible for women to go to the mosque for salah so that there is no
intermingling of males and females there, so how can it be permitted to go to a mixed
Dhikr gathering. Even though women would pray [the 5 daily] salah with congregation
in the mosque during the blessed era of the physical life of the Master of Madinah %,
however the respected scholars prohibited the going of women to mosques to the
situation of society.

Just as my master, Imam e Ahle Sunnat, Ala-Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan, may
Allah shower mercy upon him, states that how is a Masjid not better than normal
gatherings! (Meaning, if women have been prohibited from going to the Masjid, which
is such a revered place, then why would normal gatherings not be prohibited). And (in



relation to the Masjid during Salah) what a great protocol has been undertaken
regarding the matter of sitr, (meaning, how brilliant is the arrangement regarding
veiling), that (during Salah) the men have their backs facing that way that they can’t
even face (towards them women), and they (i.e. the men also) are commanded not to
stand up after performing salam, until the women have left (the Masjid). However, the
scholars specified (i.e. set certain conditions) from the onset (meaning, from the
beginning of Islam), (however) when the time (i.e. the era) of fithah [trials & tribulations,
etc] came, it (the going of women to the Masjid) was generally regarded as
impermissible.

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol 22, pg 229]

It is stated in ‘Inayah’ Imam Akmal al-Din Babarti that the Leader of the believers,
Sayyiduna Faraq Azham, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him, prohibited women
going to the mosque. They complained to the Mother of the believers, Sayyidah
‘Aishah Siddigah, may Allah be pleased content with her, and she said in reply that,
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“Were the Holy Prophet ¥ to see the matters which the women of this era have brought
about, he ¥ would definitely have prevented the women from coming to the Masijid,
just like the women of Bant Isra’ll were prevented.”

[Sahth Muslim, pg 183, Hadith no 445]

When women have been prevented from going to the mosque due to men, even
though salah is the most important Fard [obligation], so, seeing as Dhikr is a Mutahabb
[recommended] act, how can it be permitted for women to attend Dhikr gatherings for
a Mustahhab act.

Women should pray Salah in their homes only, and the more hidden & secretive they
pray, the better it is, just as it has been mentioned in Hadith,
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“It is narrated from (Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin Mas’Gd, may Allah be pleased with him,
that) the Noble Prophet % that he ¥ stated that, ‘It is better for a woman to pray Salah
in her home than for her to pray Salah in her courtyard, and it is better for her to pray
Salah in a private room than for her to pray Saladh in her home.”

[Sunan Abt Dawud, Hadith no 570]

Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



