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Why are women prohibited from the Masjid

QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: According to Hanafi Figh, how is it for women to go to a
Masjid and pray Salah, and why have they been prevented from praying
Salah in congregation (Jama’ah). Also, what is the response to those who
say that in the blessed era of the Holy Prophet %, women would come to the
Masjid and pray Salah?

Questioner: Bilal from Leicester, U.K.

ANSWER:
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It is impermissible for women to go to the Masjid to pray Salah because the Sharrah has
the utmost regard for the reverence of veiling. In the blessed apparent lifetime of the
Noble Prophet £, women would pray Salah in congregation in the Masjid, then due to
the change in the state of matters [of society], the respected scholars (may Allah shower
them with mercy) prohibited the going of women to the Masijid.

Just as my master, Imam e Ahle Sunnat, A’'la Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan, may Allah
shower mercy upon him, states that how is a Masjid not better than normal gatherings!
(Meaning, if women have been prohibited from going to the Masjid, which is such a revered
place, then why would normal gatherings not be prohibited). And (in relation to the Masjid
during Salah) what a great protocol has been undertaken regarding the matter of sitr,
(meaning, how brilliant is the arrangement regarding veiling), that (during Salah) the men
have their backs facing that way that they can’t even face (towards them women), and
they (i.e. the men also) are commanded not to stand up after performing salam, until the
women have left (the Masjid). However, the scholars specified (i.e. set certain conditions)
from the onset (meaning, from the beginning of Islam), (however) when the time (i.e. the
era) of fitnah [trials & tribulations, etc] came, it (the going of women to the Masjid) was
generally regarded as impermissible.

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol 22, pg 229]

He states in another place that it is a blessed saying of Umm al-Mu’minin (the Mother of
the Believers), Sayyidah ‘A’ishah Siddigah, may Allah be pleased with her, during her era,
stating that were the Beloved Prophet # to see the new matters which the women have



brought about in this era, he ¥ would definitely prohibit the going of women to Masjids,
just as the women of Banrt Isra’ll were prohibited. Then, it was actually from the era of the
Tabi'in that the A'immah (Imams) started prohibiting (gradually with regards to them
coming to the Mas;jid); first the younger women, then the elder also, first the daytime, then
the night also, up to the extent whereby the ruling of prohibition became generalised. Were
the women of that era shameless, those who dance around and indecent, and those now
(i.e. of the present era) pious, were there more indecent women then (in the previous era)
and more pious women now, were there no blessings (in the previous era) and there are
now, was there less then (in the previous era) and more now; never. In fact, it is absolute
and definite that now the matter is the total opposite (i.e. opposite the past). If there is a
pious woman in today’s day and age, then (in the previous era) there were a thousand.
Similarly, for one sinful woman from before (i.e. the previous era), so there are a thousand
now. If there is one share of blessings now (in this current era), then there were a thousand
shares of blessings before (in the previous era). The Beloved Messenger of Allah # stated
that,
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“The era which comes after the current era will always be worse than it.”

In fact, it is stated in ‘Indyah Imam Akmal al-Din Babarti that Amir al-Mu’minin (the Leader
of the Believers), Sayyiduna Fartiqg A’zham, may Allah be pleased with him, prohibited the
going of women to Masjids. They went to the blessed court of Sayyidah ‘A’ishah Siddigah,
may Allah be pleased with her, in order to complain, so she (supporting what Sayyiduna
Farag A'’zham said) stated that, ‘If this was also the case in the blessed era of the Noble
Prophet £, (then) he # would not have permitted the going of women to Masijids.’

[Extracted from Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol 9, pg 549]

Those who give permission for women to go to mosques, the same reply which was given
by Sayyidah ‘A’'ishah Siddigah, may Allah be pleased with her, is also for them also; stating
that,
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“Were the Holy Prophet % to see the matters which the women of this era have brought
about, he # would definitely have prevented the women from coming to the Masjid, just
like the women of Bant Isra’ll were prevented.”

[Sahth Muslim, pg 183, Hadith no 445]

Women should pray Salah in their homes only, and the more hidden & secretive they are
when praying, the better it is, just as it has been mentioned in Hadith,
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“It is narrated from (Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ad, may Allah be pleased with him) that
the Noble Prophet # stated that, ‘It is better for a woman to pray Salah in her home than
for her to pray Salah in her courtyard, and it is better for her to pray Salah in a private
room than for her to pray Salah in her home.”

[Sunan Abt Dawid, Hadith no 570]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



