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PROOFS FOR 20 RAKAT TARAWIH
QUESTION:

What do the scholars and muftis of the mighty Shari’ah say regarding the following
matter: are there any Ahaadith that prove the authenticity of performing 20 rakaat
for Salat ut Taraaweeh?

A Shia asked me this question and (he) said that | used to pray 20 rakaat Salat ut
Taraaweeh however after doing some research | came to realise that it is not proven
from any ahaadith (narrations) so | left performing it.

Questioner: Adeel from England
ANSWER:

a1 an ) ) v
Gl gaall g Badl Aglan agll) cila gl dllal) ¢ oy il gl
Imam Tabaraani has reported in his book Mu'jam Al-Kabeer and Imam Bayhaqi has
reported in his book As Sunan ul Kubra and Allaamah Ibn Abi Shaybah has narrated in
his book Musannaf and Musnad ibn Hameed and Imam Baghawi has narrated on the
authority of the beloved companion Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas eie Juxi &) oo )

" sl s AaZ) (i pde (ldan) (b (lial (8 Al 5 ase A L Al B pulie ol e

"Without doubt, In the blessed month of Ramadaan the Beloved and Blessed Prophet %
used to perform 20 rakaat salaah excluding that of Witr."

[op! Caiuan/ 1210200l 03) 393 10 11 sl eaxasell/ 4391 0dl 03)494 o 2 7 (i) 6! (]
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This Hadith has been passed down by means of many chains of narration, if we consider
each one of them separately then this would total to more than 7 Ahaadith. However in
terms of text we consider it as one.

Also it is also acknowledged through this that the Beloved Prophet #himself would perform
20 rakaat of Taraaweeh. Even though at that time it was not referred to as Taraweeh.

The Actions of blessed companions during the era of Hazrat Umar 4is Ml &) &)

Imam Malik (A profound pious predecessor) has narrated in his book Muwatta, directly
from Yazeed bin Ruman, and Imam Bayhagi in As Sunan Ul Kubra narrated the following
statement:

"Aak) Gyt § Sy (i) (B A% ) () ) 0 JaB (la) o G Gl S

During the era of Hazrat Umar «= 34l =, people would perform 3 and 20 rakaat in
the blessed month of Ramadaan (meaning a total of 23 rakaat).
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Allaamah Abdullah bin Ahmad bin Qudaamah after mentioning this narration has
annotated:

glaalls 1 g

Meaning the stand/opinion regarding the 20 rakaat Salah of Taraaweeh is consensually
agreed upon.

[ 4560 1z ]

Imam Bayhagi in Ma'rifah As Sunan Wal Aathaar and As Sunan Us Sagheer with an
authentic narration from Saaib bin Yazeed has stated:

M;@%&&\wggmﬂ@ﬁQuj;,;éjﬁﬁ’s"aﬁs;;;g;&;&m@b
Sl

On the authority of Saaib bin Yazeed, he said "During the era of Hazrat Umar (& =
e Ja3) We (the blessed companions) used to collectively perform 20 rakaat salaah of
Taraweeh and Witr.

[297 0 1z Olan) s pbd Ob psuall Gl /54090l 08y 42 0 Az Olas) pbd b HBYI 3 ud! 43,a0]
Hazrat Ubay bin Ka'b (Companion of the Prophet %) has narrated:
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(O 035))

Hazrat Umar («= 3 &1 =) ordered me to lead the people in Taraweeh prayer and
Hazrat Umar (<= M & =) said "that the people are fasting during the day and they are
unable to recite the Quran as much, you recite the Quran to them at night." Then Ubay bin
Ka'b (ae Juwi &l o)) said, "O Leader of the Believers this has never been done before"
Hazrat Umar replied, " | am aware of this however this is good/excellent. After that Hazrat
Ubay bin Ka'b («= L34l =) led the people in prayer a total of 20 rakaat.

(367 = 3z 7oAl b s sl Eualal))

It is derived from this that any good action that is brought about/implemented is a
Sunnah(Way) of Farooq e A'dham (<= =i &) = ). When Hazrat Ubay bi Ka'b (4 =)
4 Jui) mentioned that this had never taken place before, whereupon Hazrat Umar
answered; even though it did not take place before, it is [something] good, which is why |
am implementing it.



20 Rakaat during the Era of Hazrat Umar and Hazrat Uthmaan legis & &)

Imam Bayhagi narrates from Saaib bin Yazeed:
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Hazrat Saaib bin Yazeed («ie Jwi & o)) states,

During the blessed era of Hazrat Umar Farooq (4= i &) =) people would offer 20
rakaat Salah in Ramadaan. Within those Taraweeh they would recite those Surahs which
have at least 100 verses. During the blessed era of Hazrat Uthmaan e Ghani (< &) =
4ie), due to standing for long periods of time, they would lean upon their staffs.

(a0 4393 Cunsll 85 4960 2¢ Sl il

20 Rakaat in the time of Sayyiduna Ali

Hazrat Imam Bayhagi has written in his book As Sunan ul Kubra that Hazrat Abu Abdur
Rahmaan Sulami has narrated:

" ek Gisde el (i) 945 e Dl (liaa (B p1SA 183 s (ol G Gt O

In the blessed month of Ramadan Hazrat Ali (8 4ea5 i & »X) would call all the
Reciters of the Qur'aan (Qurraa) and appoint one of them to lead the people in 20 Rakaat.

(<35 4396C3al) 485 4960m 27 (s S il )

Saying of Imam Tirmizi
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"And most people of knowledge, based upon these Ahaadith which are narrated from
Hazrat Umar, Hazrat Ali and other blessed companions (seeal agie M3 ) ) | are of the
opinion of 20 rakaat. This is also the opinion of Sufyan Thawri, Ibn Mubaarak and Shaafi'i.
And Shaafi'i said:

Likewise | have found this in my city of Makkah that they would perform 20 rakaat.
(806 Eyal) 48 ) (lucan ) yed sk (b el Lo by 5205 (i)

Action of Hazrat Suwayd bin Ghafalah 4is  Jai & &,

Imam Bayhagi has mentioned in his book As Sunan ul Kubra:
42k (i pde clag g (uad L Gl (4 Alie (G Hgi Udly 8™ 108 cinadll i L

Hazrat Abu Khaseeb has stated that Suwayd bin Ghafalah would lead us in 5 Tarweehat
(i.e. 20 rakaat) Salah.
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Hazrat Ali's 4  Jas 4 a; own action

Allaamah Ibn Abi Shaybah narrated form Hazrat Shutayr:
SOy i 5 Aad) 0 ples Gliay i (B A% IS A A ) () o lalal e 08 R 03 4B G2

On the authority of Hazrat Shutayr who is amongst the companions of Hazrat Ali 4} =
aic N that Hazrat Ali (o8 4ea 5 b3 41 2°%) would lead 20 rakaat salaah of Taraaweeh
and 3 rakaat of Witr during the blessed month of Ramadaan.

(7680 cuaall &) 1630 27 4 o 0ol Chicas

Action of Hazrat Ibn Abi Mulaykah 4is i &)

Allaamah Ibn Abi Shaybah narrates from Hazrat Nafi":
A8 (B AL 2aay 108 5, 48 G e b Uy (Bl AL (ol 1 OIS 108 a8 o @ (0

On the Authority of Hazrat Nafi' T S | he said:
Hazrat Ibn Abi Mulaykah used to lead us in prayer in the month of Ramadaan; 20 rakaat
Salaah.

(7683 Cuaall &) 1630a 27 4wl (o ol iias)

Action of Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas'ood 4 s & &

S g ek Gopde el S iGiae Y JB

Imam A'amash said: Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas'ood 4= i &l = used to pray 20 rakaat
(of Taraweeh) and 3 rakaat of Witr.

Based on these Ahaadith it is understood that 20 Rakaat Salah of Taraaweeh is a Sunnah
of the Beloved Messenger #, was the practice of the illustrious companions and
Taabe'een cpueal agic i d) ) | and remains the practice of the Muslims till this day.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al Qadri

Translated by Bilal Shabir



