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THE MATTER OF ISHA AND B NIGHTS IN ENGLAND

QUESTION: What do the scholars and muftis of the mighty Shari’ah say regarding
the following matter: What time does ‘Isha begin in England; also, when the time
of ‘Isha does not enter then at what time should ‘Isha be prayed? Please explain in
detail as there is a dispute in this matter and the public are in great confusion.

Questioner: A brother from the UK

ANSWER:
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According to al-lmam al-A’dham Abu Hanifah, the time of ‘isha begins when
astronomical twilight ends; this occurs when the sun descends 18 degrees below the
horizon, and the fatwa is given upon al-Ilmam al-A’dham’s opinion. Under normal
circumstances it is necessary to act upon this opinion and it is impermissible to act upon
other than this. In England there are approximately 8 months throughout the year in
which acting upon this opinion does not result in any inconvenience or difficulty.

Sayyidi Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has mentioned the following regarding this opinion of
al-lmam al-A’dham in Fatawa Razawiyyah:
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“It is an authentic narration and it is given preference when presenting it is as a strong
evidence, this is why it is relied upon.”

Our point of view is in accordance with the opinion of the esteemed companions; such
as most superior of all creation after the messengers Sayyiduna Abl Bakr, the mother of
the believers ‘Aishah Siddigah, the Imam of the scholars Mu’adh bin Jabal, Sayyid al-
Qurra’ Ubay bin Ka'b, Sayyid al-Huffadh Abd Hurayrah, ‘Abdullah bin Zubayr and others
(may Allah be pleased with them all). Also with the Honourable Tabi’een [successors of
the companions], the likes of al-lmam al-Ajal Muhammad Bagqir, the leader of the
believers ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz, and the respected Tabi’ al-Tabi’een [successors of the
Tabi’een] for example, Imam al-Sham Awza'l, the Imam of the jurists, hadith specialists
and righteous ‘Abdullah bin Mubarak and Zufar bin Huzail, and also the scholars of
language like Mubarrad, Tha'lab and Fara’, and some of the great Shafi'is like Abu
Sulayman Khattabt and a leading student of Imam Shafi'l, Imdm Muzani and others
(may Allah’s Mercy be upon them all), as mentioned ‘Umdat al-Qari, Ghunyah al-
MustamIT and others.

[Fatawa Razawiyyah, Volume 5, pg 245]

Those days in which astronomical twilight ends very late, due to hardship and difficulty, it
is permissible to perform ‘Isha according to the opinion of the Sahibayn [Imams Abu
Yasuf & Muhammad al-Shaybani]. According to their opinion, ‘Isha begins when nautical



twilight ends; this occurs when the sun descends 12 degrees below the horizon. Just as
it is mentioned in Radd al-Muhtar:
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[al-Durr al-Mukhtar wa Radd al-Muhtar, Volume 1, pg 362]

The days in which astronomical twilight does not end and nautical twilight ends late
(after even 11pm) or nautical twilight does not end at all; in these three situations, due to
it being prevalent [amongst people], if they pray ‘Isha after Maghrib and before half the
night passes, according to Imam Malik’s opinion, they should not be prevented from
doing so. In this case, it is preferable that there be a slight gap between the two prayers
[Maghrib & ‘Isha] so that the situation of gathering between two prayers does not arise
[as mentioned in Shams al-Anwarl].

Just as Sayyidi Imam Ahmad Raza Khan states in Jadd al-Mumtar:
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[Jadd al-Mumtar, Volume 2, pg 49]

However, it is better in these three situations that ‘Isha be prayed as gqada (make up), as
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has mentioned in Fatawa Razawiyyah:

Our honourable scholars received a question from Bulghar regarding the short nights of
summer when the time of ‘Isha does not enter; astronomical twilight remains until half of
the night passes, and this does not yet disappear when true dawn (subh sadiq) appears
in the east. Imam Burhan al-Din Kabir gave the verdict that ‘Isha should be prayed as
gada.

[Fatawa Razawiyyah, Volume 10, pg 623]
And it is mentioned in Bahar-e-Sharrat:

Those countries in which ‘Isha time does not enter at all due to the twilight not setting or
Fajr rising before it (twilight) sets, as is the case with Bulghar and London; in these
countries there are forty nights of the year in which the time of ‘Isha does not enter and
some days it only lasts for a few seconds or minutes, the residents of those countries
should pray ‘Ishad and Witr as gada in those days.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Zameer Ahmed and Bilal Shabir



