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THE RULING ON PRAYER IN A ROOM CONTAINING PICTURES
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Question:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state
regarding the following issue: A person used to offer the salah (ritual
prayer) in a particular room. After a few days, he noticed that there are
pictures of living objects in that room. What is the ruling on the prayers
that he has offered in that room? Should he repeat his prayers?

Questioner: ‘Abd al-Rahman from England
Answer:

If large pictures [of living objects] were hanging on the left or right, in front or
above the one offering prayer, then it is makruh tahrimi (prohibitively disliked)
and repeating the prayer is wajib (obligatory). If the picture was in a place of
humiliation, e.g. where the feet are placed, then the prayer will be valid without
any karahah (dislike), as mentioned in Bahar-e Shari’at.

It is mentioned in Bahar-e Shariat: “If the picture is not small and is not placed in
a place of disrespect, and there is no veil over it, then in every condition, the
prayer will be makruh tahrimi due to it. However, it will be most disliked when the
picture is in front of the musalli (the one performing prayer), then when it is on the
left or right wall, and finally behind him on the wall or on a curtain.”

[Bahar-e Shari’at, vol. 1, part 3, pg. 629]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by the SeekersPath Team



