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DIVORCE THROUGH TEXT MESSAGE

Question:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state
regarding the following issue: if a person wants to divorce his wife through
text message, then how should he do it? Is talaqg (divorce) necessitated if
he texts her the word talaq and she reads it? If a person pronounces talaq
upon his wife and later finds out that she was menstruating, then what
should he do?

Questioner: Azam from UK
Answer:
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If a person wants to pronounce the sunnah talag upon his wife in writing, be it
through a letter or a text message, then he must write the following, “When this
writing of mine reaches you, there is talaq upon you.” This must be done when
she is not menstruating and there was no sexual intercourse during that period of

purity.

If a man pronounces talaq upon his wife through a message, the talaq will occur
whether she reads the message or not.

It is mentioned in al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah,
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“If someone writes, ‘There is talag for you when this letter of mine reaches you’,
then the talaq will occur when the letter reaches the woman, whether she reads it
or not.”

[al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah, vol. 1, pg. 378]

It is mentioned in Bahar-e Shari’at, “If someone writes, ‘There is talaq upon you
when this letter of mine reaches you’, then the talaq will occur when the letter
reaches the woman, whether she reads it or not.”

[Bahar-e Shari’at, vol. 2, part 8, pg. 114]



Pronouncing talaq during a menstrual period is a sin. If the person was not aware
about his wife menstruating, then it is hoped — through the mercy of Allah # — that
it will not be a sin. If a person pronounces one talaq upon his wife during her
menstrual period, then he has to do ruju’ (return to her). It is mentioned in Bahar-
e Shari'at, “If a person pronounces talaq (upon his wife) during her menstrual
period, then it is wajib (obligatory) upon him to return to her, as it was a sin to
pronounce talaqg in this condition. If the person wants to pronounce talag (upon
his wife) then he can do so after her menstrual period (during the period of

purity).
[Bahar-e Shari’at, vol. 2, part 8, pg. 111]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri

Translated by the SeekersPath Team



