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PARENTS FORCING THEIR CHILDREN TO MARRY

Question:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding the
following issue: if our parents force us to marry someone whom we do not wish
to marry, can they conduct our nikah forcefully? Is it permissible for us to marry
someone by our choice even if our decision to do so goes against that of our
parents?

Questioner: Jabbar, UK
Answer:
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Parents cannot marry off their adult male and female children without their
consent. If the parents try to marry off their children without their consent, then
the nikah is dependent on the latter’s decision. If the children agree to it, the
nikah is valid, and if they reject it, the nikah is invalid.

It is mentioned in al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah, “Nobody can conduct the nikah of a
sane and mature woman without her permission, not even her father or the
Islamic ruler. Be her a virgin or not. If someone tries to marry her off without her
consent, then the nikah is dependent on her decision. If she agrees to it, the
nikah is valid, and if she rejects it, the nikah is invalid.” (al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah,
vol. 1, pg. 287)

Bahar-e Shari’at mentions the ruling regarding both a man and a woman as
follows: “Nobody can conduct the nikah of a sane and mature woman without her
permission, not even her father or the Islamic ruler. Be her a virgin or not.
Similarly, nobody can conduct the nikah of a free mature man or male and
female slaves liberated though bond, without their consent.” (Bahar-e Shari’at,
vol. 2, part 7, pg. 47)

Adult males and females have permission to marry whom they wish to. If it is
done with the willingness of parents, then it has blessings and mercies in it.
Thus, we must not make decisions that go against those of our parents.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri



