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CAN A MAN HIMSELF GIVE A MARRIAGE PROPOSAL TO A WOMAN?

Question:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding the
following issue: what is the Islamic method of proposing a woman for marriage?
Can | directly propose a woman asking her to marry me, or should I ask my
parents to contact her parents? Is seeing a woman whom one wants to marry
mentioned in the hadith? Also, highlight the errors in this regard prevalent in this
age.

Questioner: Abdullah, Manchester, UK
Answer:
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If a man wishes to marry a woman, it is better for him to ask his parents to
contact the woman’s parents. If this is not possible, the man must convey the
marriage proposal through someone reliable or through a message. This is
known as khitbah in Arabic. It means, a marriage proposal sent to a woman.

Glancing once upon a woman whom one wishes to marry is mentioned in the
hadith. It is narrated that Sayyiduna Mughirah b. Shu’bah (may Allah be pleased
with him) once decided to marry a certain woman. The Prophet ¥ said to him,
“Glance at her as it will induce love between both of you.” (Sunan Tirmidhi, hadith
#1087)

However, this does not permit the couple to book a hotel room, spend time
together and share their views, roam together in a single car, have sittings over
coffee or tea, have dinner meetings for several months, etc. Doing such sittings
and meetings to fulfil one’s lowly desires is not permitted in the Pristine Shari’ah.

Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri



