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Questioner — Mumin from Arab

What do the Scholars of the mighty shar’ah say regarding this case; | am working in
Saudi Arabia and for umrah | want to bring my mother here. My father and mother are
not together; will my mother need a mahram to travel here, from another country? Also
is it possible that she arrives here alone and | bring her to Makkah, then afterwards as a
Mahram accompany her to help her perform umrah.
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Your mother cannot travel alone to Hijaz Sharif without a Mahram, because for a
woman to travel the distance of three days (92km) without a mahram is legally
impermissible and haram. This is the position of the Ahnaf (Hanafi Jurists) and it is
Zhahir al-Riwaya (the apparent position in the madhab). As is stated in the hadith;

The noble prophet (alws Al s ~de 4l La) stated that a woman is not allowed to travel the
distance of three days, except with a mahram of hers.
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Rather a woman should refrain from travelling the distance of one day (30.7km) without
a mahram, because the later jurists of the madhab have declared travelling the distance
of one day as inadmissible. As in Bahar-e-Shar’at Volume 1 Page 752 it is stated; for a
women to travel the distance of three days or more is impermissible, rather the distance
of one day as well. She cannot travel with a minor child or one who is mentally
impaired. In companionship an adult mahram or the husband is necessary.
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In al-Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah, Sayyidi Ala Hazrat (may Allah envelope him in His Mercy)
states that, more importantly for a woman to travel without being accompanied by a
mahram or her husband is haram, and there is no exception for Hajj in this. Wherever
she travels the distance of one day without her husband or mahram, then she will be a
sinner.
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Answered by Abu’l Hasan Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadr1



