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Question:

What is the verdict of the Learned Scholars of the Sacred Shariah regarding the
following issue; In our country there is a union which handles the affairs of the
employees, if anyone wants to become its member then they have to contribute a
monthly fee, the benefit will be this that if its member becomes jobless, then this
union will give the person 80% of the person’s income until the person gets a job.
Is it permissible to become a member?

Questioner: Ali Sweden

Answer:
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If the union is Muslim owned or Muslims have a share in it or any one of it’s owners
are Muslim then to make such a dealing with such a union is interest and Haram.
This is because the contributions from the members which will be accumulated in
the union, will be a loan, acccording to the Shari’ah, and in this way receiving 80%
of one’s income on losing one’s job will be a benefit conditioned on the loan. A
benefit conditioned upon a loan is interest, it is haram and whoever did such an
act then repentance becomes necessary upon him.



Just as it related in a Hadtth Sharff:
“Every loan that draws benefit is interest.”
(Al Jam'i al Saghir lis Suyatt vol2 page 283 Hadith no: 4334)

If the union belongs to Harb1 Kuffar [non-Muslims that are not residing under an
Islamic state], then to make such a transaction with them which is prohibited
between Muslims without an intention of taking interest money is not
impermissible. But the condition is this that a Muslim should not be at a loss but
benefit through such a transaction. However in the scenario described here there
is also a possibility of loss as one’s first employment may not terminate during
one’s entire lifetime, and having not sat a single day unemployed at home the
monthly amount given to the union will have been squandered, gone to waste and
there will be a loss for the Muslim. For this reason it is best in every way to refrain
from such membership.

To take the wealth of a Harb1 Kafir via an Aqd Fasid [a flawed transaction] with the
condition that it is beneficial for a Muslim is permissible.

Just as it is in Bahare SharT'at:

It is not prohibited to gain a Harbl Kafirs wealth through Aqd-e-Fasid i.e. that
business traction which is prohibited between two Muslims. If it is done with a Harbi
Kafir then it is not prohibited but the condition is this that it should be beneficial for
a Muslim.

(Bahare Sharrat part 11 vol 1 rule 29 page 775)
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Answered by Abu al-Hasan Muhammad Qasim Zia al-Qadiri

Translated



