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Question:

What do the Scholars of the mighty shari’ah say regarding this case; changing the surname
of the child after the father gives divorce? Is the mother allowed to remove the name of
the child’s father and place her new husband’s name alongside the name of the child as
a surname?

Questioner — Jameela from England

Answer:
M’)‘W)‘&‘M
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Removing the name of the child’s actual father and replacing it with the new husband’s
name cannot be done. As the norm is that the father’s name is used alongside the child’s
name as a surname. For example Fatima daughter of Zayd is written Fatima Zayd, so it is
known that Zayd is the father of Fatima. Hence removing the actual father’s name and
writing the new husband’s name is though the child is being ascribed to someone other

than his real father, which is not allowed and deserving of the curse of Allah (Ué?//'é), the
Angels and the whole of mankind, as it is stated in the hadith:

“Whosoever leaves his own father and ascribes himself to another, on this person is the

curse of Allah (Ué}//'é), Angels and the whole mankind; Allah (Ué}}) will not accept his
obligatory deeds nor his superogatory deeds.”
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In the second hadith it is stated — “Whoever ascribes themselves to someone other than
their own father; paradise is haram upon this person”
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It is stated in Fatawa Faiz al-Rasul when this is the warning for someone who relates
themselves to someone other than their own father; then more deserving of this warning
is that person who ascribes someone else to a person other than that person’s own father
(Fatawa Faiz al-Rasul Rasool Volume 2, Page 714).

Most of the time in doing this the intention is to move the actual father from the mind of
the child and to tell the child that the new husband is the actual father. If this is the
intention then it is even more haram and impermissible.
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Answered by Abu’l Hasan Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri



