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Questioner: Kabeer from Sheffield-England

What do the Ulama of the noble Shariah say concerning this matter; if an individual enters a room to
perform Salah and finds some people praying in a single direction, should one pray in that direction too
or will investigation (taharri)become Wajib upon him? Due to the fact that Masajid are not found easily
in England, it is difficult to find out the direction of the Qiblah.
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If those people are not residents of that area and have established Salah having performed investigation
for the determination of the Qiblah [Taharri], then in this case, their matter will not be taken into
consideration. It is necessary for that individual to perform investigation; whichever direction his heart
is firmlu settled upon he must pray in that direction. If investigation is not performed and instead he
follows the direction in which the others were praying, his Salah will not be valid.

It is mentioned in Bahar-e-Shar’at that if an individual performs Salah having carried out investigation,
it is not permissible for another person to copy the direction in which he is praying, but rather the
command of investigation will be upon him too. If he followed the direction in which another person was
praying and failed to perform investigation, his Salah will not be valid.
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If the individuals praying in the room are residents of the area, then it is necessary for him to pray in the
same direction as them because i the residents of the area will know the direction of the Qiblah with
certainty.

It is mentioned in Radd al-Muhtar :

“The residents of a city have knowledge regarding the direction of the Qiblah based on such signs that
indicate towards it, from the stars and other than that. Therefore, it is evident that their knowledge of the
direction of the Qiblah is superior to investigation.”
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If there is even one such Muslim who knows the direction of the qiblah with certainty, then performing
investigation at that time will not be permissible.

It is mentioned in Rad Al-Mubhtaar:
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“[If one is capable of] determining the direction of the Qiblah through prayer niches (Maharib), by the
means of the stars; or by asking someone who has knowledge of its direction; then one is not permitted
to do investigation.”
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If the residents of the city are unaware of the direction of the Qiblah and are performing Salah having
done investigation, then copying the direction in which they are praying, having not done investigation,
is impermissible. It is necessary that he himself performs investigation because following someone who
is in the same state as oneself is not permitted.

It is mentioned in Radd Al-Muhtar:

“He does not imitate the like of himself because one who exerts effort in formulating an opinion does
not imitate another who does like wise.”
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri



