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English Translation

Fatwa regarding Engagement Ceremonies

Question: What is the ruling concerning engagements in Hanafl Figh and is it permissible to
exchange rings and other gifts on these occasions?

questioner: Mariyah Kazi, UK.
Answer:

Gl I Sl (gl sal)

[1] An engagement in actuality is a promise to marry. If this ceremony is conducted in
accordance with SharT’ah requirements then it is permissible. For the boy’s family to gift the girl
a gold ring or other items or the girl’s family to gift the boy clothes or a silver ring, which weighs
less than 4.5 Mashas (4.374 grams), bearing only one precious stone, is permissible, but not
necessary. It is also necessary that the boy does not place the ring onto the girl’s finger with his
own hand, or any other item, because they do not become husband and wife through the
engagement ceremony, on the contrary it is necessary for them to still observe shar
segregation anad veiling at this stage.

Even if there is no engagement ceremony prior to the nikah (wedding ceremony) there is no
problem in this. People have made it a binding part of the nikah whereas this is not true.
Neither is it a part of the nikah nor is it necessary for the nikah. The engagement ceremonies
that are in vogue first began in India and spread into the Muslims from the Hindus as mentioned
by Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na'im1 (may Allah shower him with mercy) in his book ‘Islami Zindagi’.

Nowadays it is observed that the engagement ceremony is a collection of many un-Islamic
customs. For example the playing of music, the gathering of men and women in one house
without observing segregation and veiling, laughing and joking amongst themselves. All of this is
haram. The boy is given a gold ring to wear whereas the wearing of gold is forbidden upon men
as has reached us from the blessed hadith:

Sayyiduna ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that: Indeed the Prophet % took hold of
some silk placing it in his right hand and some gold placing it in his left hand and then said:

“Verily these two are haram upon the males of my ummah.”
[Sunan AbG Dawud Hadith 4057]

To place a gold ring onto a man’s finger is a sin because this is aiding another upon sin and Allah
(Most Transcendent is He) has forbidden this in the Qur’an:



{And help not one another in sin and transgression} [Surah al-Maidah
Verse 2]
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