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English Translation

Question: If the non-baligh child of non-Muslim parents passes away what
should our belief be regarding this child? Should he be considered a Muslim?
Will he enter Jannah?



Answer:
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In worldly dealings the non-baligh child of non-Muslim parents, who was not
of discernment, who could not differentiate between good or bad, follows
them i.e. he will be [treated as] a disbeliever. He will not be washed or
shrouded nor will Janazah be performed over him or supplication made.
However in the afterworld what will happen to him? With respect to this
there are 9 or 10 different views. One view is that the non-baligh child of the
mushrik or kafir, who was not of discernment, who could not differentiate
between good or bad if he died in this state then he is not of the people of
the fire rather he is from the dwellers of Jannah, however he will be from the
servants of the people of Jannah. Our Lord is very merciful and generous, he
does not punish someone without blame.

What is famously reported regarding our Imam Abu Hanifah (may Allah
shower him with mercy) is hesitation (non-committal) on this matter as
Allamah Shamt writes in Radd al-Muhtar:

“They are mushrikin in associative following [Minah]. So the meaning is that
they are dealt with in the Shari’ah the manner in which their parents are
dealt with. As for the ruling concerning them in the hereafter there are ten
views one of them is that they are the servants of the people of Jannah. That
which is famous from the Imam is non-committal.”

[Radd al-Muhtar Volume 6 page 750]

The different views concerning the non-discerning children of the
disbelievers present in the books of ‘Aqa’id are these:

It is mentioned in Mirgah:

“[1]1t is said they are from the people of the Fire in the following to their
parents. [2] It is also said they are from the people of Jannah looking at the
original disposition (Fitrah). [3]It is said they are the servants of the people
of Jannah. [4] It is also said that they will be between Jannah and Jahannam



neither given bounties nor punished.[5] It is said that whosoever Allah Knows
that if he lived he would have believed and died upon belief He will enter
him into Jannah and the one whom Allah Knows he would not be able to and
would disbelieve He will enter him into the fire. [6] Also it is said that there
should be non-committal regarding their affair and refrainment from making
a certain judgement of any sort. [7] It is also said they will be trialed with
entry into the fire in the afterworld [they will be told to enter into fire and
those who obey will enter Jannah and those who disobey will enter
Jahannam.]

In Nuzhat al-Qari [Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari] Shaykh Sharif al-Haqqg al-Amjadi
(may Allah shower him with mercy) has also mentioned these two views
concerning the children of the polytheists: [8] they will become dust [9]
refraining.

[Nuzhat al-Qar1 Volume 2 pg 871]

However from these views those whom the majority of the ulama’ have
giving preponderance to and are sound and strong from the perspective of
evidences are two:

[1] One should withhold from making a judgement regarding the non-baligh
children of the disbelievers. This view is chosen because both types of
ahadith have reached us regarding the young children of the disbelievers
thus refraining in this matter is most preferred. Al-Hafizh Mulla ‘Al al-Qar1
has also preferred this view.

[2] The non-discerning children of the disbelievers will be in Jannah. This is
because they are not at fault and Allah will not enter a person into Jahannam
without there being blame.

Further to this it is mentioned in a blessed hadith that Sayyidah Hasna’ bint
Mu’awiyah narrates that my paternal uncle mentioned that: ‘I said to the
Prophet (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): ‘Who is in
Jannah?’ He replied: The Prophet is in Jannah and the martyr and the child is
in Jannah and the child buried alive is in Jannah.”

[Sunan Abu Dawud Hadith 2521]



Commentating upon the words of this hadith that the children will be in
Jannah Hakim al-Ummah Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Na'imi says that the
meaning is that every non-discerning child is of the people of Jannah whether
he is the child of a Muslim or a non-Muslim to the extent that the child from
a miscarriage is also of the people of Jannah. Even if the child of the believer
will be in a higher position and the child of the disbeliever in a lower position
or will be a servant of the people of Jannah. Also the disbelieving Arabs
would bury their new born daughters alive and they were termed as
maw udah. Wa'id also has this meaning that the buried alive children of the
disbelievers are of the people of paradise. It is known from this hadith that
the non-discerning children of the disbelievers are from the people of
Jannah. The narrations opposing this hadith are abrogated.

[Mir’at al-Manajith Volume 5 hadith 750]
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