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If the wife does not hear the words of divorce, is it not considered a divorce?
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding the
following issue: When | divorced my wife, she was in Pakistan and did not hear it. In
such a situation, is the divorce valid?

Questioner: Abdullah from England, U.K.
ANSWER:
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When a husband divorces, it takes effect exactly at that very moment in time, whether the
wife is in Pakistan or England; it is not necessary for the woman or anybody else to hear it -
even if the husband gives the divorce whilst confined in a room alone, the divorce still occurs.

It is stated in Fatawa Ridawiyyah, 'For divorce, it is not necessary for the wife to hear it from
someone else; so long as the husband says the words of divorce with such clarity that they
are capable of reaching his ears (even though they may not reach due to any obstacle or
hindrance), then the divorce is effective according to Allah [Almighty] - if the woman
becomes aware of it, then she should also consider herself divorced.’

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 12, p. 362]
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Answered by al-Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadir1
Translated by Haider Ali



