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How is to fold the corner of a prayer mat after Salah?
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: | have seen many Imams in several Masjids turning over
the corner of the prayer mat after leading the prayer - some people do the
same thing at home and say that it is so that the Devil [Satan] does not pray
Salah. Does Satan also pray Salah, and is it essential to fold the corner of
the prayer mat?

Questioner: Abdullah from England
ANSWER:
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After people praying Salah in Masjids or at home, it is permissible and better to
fold the prayer mat but it is not essential. The proof for this can be established from
the Hadiths in which it has been mentioned to fold clothes after using them. Yes,
there is no reality to the matter of not folding the corner of the prayer mat resulting
in Satan praying Salah. It is better to completely fold the whole entire prayer mat
in full so that one may act upon the Hadiths how they ought to be and deserve to
be acted upon in which it is mentioned that a cloth should be folded after use; it
should not be left for the Devil to use.

Just as there is a narration by the respected Jabir Ibn ‘Abdullah - may Allah
Almighty be pleased with him - in al-Mu’jam al-Awsat;
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“The Noble Messenger of Allah Almighty # states, “You should fold your clothes
such that the clothes feel comfort because the Devil does not wear the clothes that
he sees as folded, and he uses those that he sees left spread out unfolded.”
[al-Mu’jam al-Awsat, vol. 6, p. 328, Hadith no. 5698]

And it is stated in Kanz al-Ummal that the Noble Messenger of Allah # stated,

Losh ol Y Ol i sl gn 5 (i o sl 5 oSl 35148 €S iy ol ™
"1_.3‘5.L.A



“The devils use your clothes, so you should fold your clothes when you remove
them so that they are right and level in essence because the Devil does not use
folded clothes.”

[Kanz al-‘'Ummal - with reference to - Ibn ‘Asakir - vol. 15, part 3, p. 299]

The Imam of the Ahl al-Sunnah, Imadm Ahmad Rida Khan - upon whom be mercies
- actually mentions in the answer to a question, stating that the essence of that
(i.e. folding the corner of a prayer mat after Salah) can be derived from those
Hadrtths, and it is better to fold them in full.

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 6, p. 308]
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Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadirt
Translated by Haider Ali



