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The Islamic ruling of writing SAW instead of Durad Sharif

ATU\ dy)éceM‘ij\}aﬁ)w\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Some people end up writing SAW in English after
mentioning the blessed name of the Noble Prophet £. It is also commonplace
that ue or axka is written in place of Durad Sharif in Urdu books. What is the
Islamic ruling regarding this?

Questioner: Faheem from Bolton, England

ANSWER:
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To write SAW, u= or ~2L= after the blessed name of the Noble Prophet ¥ to indicate
towards Durad Sharif is impermissible, totally unacceptable, to be refrained from
and a cause of deprivation, thus, whenever Durad is written alongside the sacred
name of the Noble Prophet %, it should thereby be written in full. Likewise, if one
needs to write “peace be upon him”, it should be written in full: PBUH should not
be written in its place.

Just as ‘Allamah Tahtawi states in the marginal note to Durr Mukhtar,
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“To write u=, etc in place of #, and u=_ in place of 4 b3 &) =, is Makrah. Rather,
it should be written in full. It is mentioned in a few places in Tatar-Khaniyyah that
whoever abbreviates Durad & Salam as s or » has committed disbelief, because
this action is a form of belittling, and in the court of Noble Prophets, upon whom all

be countless & endless blessings & salutations, such type of action is without doubt
disbelief.

If this stance was to be mentioned in full, then it would be so with the following
condition that if someone had done so intentionally. Otherwise, it is clear that one
does not become a non-Muslim straight away [i.e. not for those who abbreviate in



the case of not knowing or due to laziness]. As for disbelief being established due
to kufr luzamr, this would be when a person accepts & acknowledges the chosen
stance, and this is when the specific case of kufr has been mentioned to said
person involved in said action and is apparent. Nevertheless, caution is in one
avoiding any doubt or unclarity [by not using abbreviations in the first place].”

[Hashiyah al-Tahtawr ‘ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, vol 1, pg 6]

Furthermore, Sayyidi A’lahadrat, the Imam of the Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad
Rida Khan, upon whom be infinite mercies, states in Fatawa Ridawiyyah that it is
not permissible to write the letter o= after anyone’s name, nor after the blessed
name of the Noble Prophet #. It is not [i.e. not permissible] for the names of
everybody else because this abbreviation is an indication towards Durld, and to
initially mention Durad for anyone other than the Noble Prophets & Angels, upon
whom be blessings & salutations, is not permissible. Likewise, it is not [permissible]
for the sacred name [i.e. of the Holy Prophet ] as the command of the ruling is to
write Durtd Sharff in full; one is to write alus e i dl JLalie. #]1. To merely write
ua, Or ola or a2la as some please do is unequivocally unacceptable & absolutely
to be refrained from, to the extent that this has been regarded as belittling the
status of the most Noble of beings .

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol 23, pg 387]

A’lahadrat states in another place mentions that Imam Jalal al-Din al-Suydati has
stated that the one who initiated such act of abbreviating [i.e. of Durtd] had his
hand cut off; writing it in full is a must - £.

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol 22, pg 692]

On afinal note, it is stated in Bahar-e-Sharr’at that some people write abbreviations
such as S.A.W. etc. instead of writing the complete Durud; it is impermissible and
unlawful to do so.

[Bahar-e-Sharrat, vol 1, part 1, pg 77]

ol Ty e ) (Lom alet Al gy s ale] s il
d)ﬁ\jC«%eﬂ&mM\ﬁ\/\_}ﬁ

Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali

1 or the English equivalent i.e. peace be upon him, or whichever language is concerned
for that matter.



