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The ruling of taking a selfie in Madinah Munawwarah

ATU\ dy)ulceM‘ij\}aﬁ)w\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Some people take selfies of themselves with their backs
to the Holy Ka’bah in Makkah al-Mukarramah. Likewise, they also take selfies
of themselves with their backs to the Sacred Rawdah in Madinah al-
Munawwarah. Is it correct to do this?

Questioner: Wagas from Luton, England

ANSWER:

a1 Cpan Sl ) sy
G saall 5 all 21 aglll Gl 1) U ) san sl
Taking a selfie of oneself while having one’s back facing the Blessed Ka'bah is
disrespectful to the Blessed Ka’bah, and an extremely inappropriate action; to take
a selfie with one’s back facing the Sacred Rawdah in Madinah al-Munawwarah is
a worse offence than this. Some ignorant people even have the audacity to busy
themselves in taking selfies with their backs facing the Revered Muwajahah (that
sacred place towards which the blessed face of the Noble Prophet £ is facing)
while giving salam - we seek refuge in Allah.

The Noble Prophet # is truly physically alive in bodily form just as he £ was alive
before his blessed passing, and when the pilgrims present themselves near the
Sacred Muwajahah, then he # directs his blessed face in order to glance mercifully
at them. However, alas! Some ignoramuses are busy in taking selfies with the
backs faced towards him ¥, just as Imam Muhammad Ibn Hajj MakkT states in
Madkhal and Imam Muhammad Qastalant in Mawahib Ladunniyyah,
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“There is no difference in the living & passing of the Noble Prophet £; he % can
see his nation, their conditions, their intentions, what they wish for, he £ recognises

their heart’s desires, and this is so clear to the Holy Prophet ¥ whereby there is
nothing hidden at all.”

[Mawahib Ladunniyyah, vol 3, pg 595]



Remember! This is that occasion which is more delicate than the Throne, whose
respect is even more than the Throne itself, because that sacred land which is
graced by the noble embodiment of light is superior than the Blessed Ka’'bah, in
fact, even more than the Throne.

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol 10, pg 711]

This is the very topic which the scholars have filled their books regarding the
excellences of, and whose respect is not possible to be encompassed, and this is
the very place where one is commanded to face, with one’s back to the Ka’bah,
because O pilgrim! My master £ is alive, and is gracing you with a merciful glance,
but you are stood with your back towards him #. Yes, yes; my master # is looking
at you with great consideration.

Just as it is stated in Maraq al-Falah sharh Nar al-dah,
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“Then bowing one’s head, one should direct one’s attention towards the
enlightened resting place i.e. one should face towards it, and stand four yards back
from the Sacred Tomb, with the utmost level of respect, while facing one’s back
towards the Qiblah, one is to stand in front of the blessed head and blessed face,

bearing in mind the fact that his blessed gaze is towards you.”

[Maraq al-Falah sharh Nar al-Idah, pg 283]

How can my eyes be worth a glance

This is your generosity that your attention is directed towards me

The author of Bahar-e-Sharrat, Muftt Amjad ‘Al A’zhamT, upon whom be mercy,
states that now in the utmost manner of respect, one should lower his neck, eyes
looking towards the ground, trembling, shivering, sweat emanating from the sheer
regret of sins, hoping for the forgiveness & generosity of the Master of mankind £,
the one presenting himself in their blessed court facing Eastwards towards the
magnificent & enlightened resting place of the Holy Prophet £. If a person presents
themselves facing this direction, then the blessed glance of the Noble Prophet
which gives refuge to the helpless will be towards yourself, and this is all you need
for (success in) this life and the next. And praise be to Allah Almighty.



[Bahar-e-Sharrat, vol 1, part 6, pg 1224]

This is the place where the prayers & supplications of all are answered, and the
blessed father of A’lahadrat - Mawlana Nagr ‘Al Khan, upon whom be countless
mercies - states when writing with regards to the 26th place where prayers &
supplications are answered that the noble and sacred resting place of the Holy
Prophet £ is where prayers & supplications are answered. Imam lbn al-Jazart
states that if prayers & supplications are not answered here, then where will they
be answered! I’'m mentioning the blessed verse,
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This is proof enough for this matter. The Lord # can forgive any person, but it is

stated that,

{And if when they do injustice to their own souls (by committing sins), then O Beloved,
they should come to your august court, and then seek forgiveness from Allah &, and the
Messenger intercedes for them, so they would definitely find Allah & the Greatest
Acceptor of repentance, the Most Merciful}

[STrah al-Nisa’, 64]
[Ahsan al-Wi'a@’, pg 48]

How elegantly and great someone said in Persian regarding the blessed & sacred
resting place of the Noble Prophet %,

“The place of respect & reverence under the sky which is even more delicate than
the Throne is indeed the resting place of al-Mustafa %, where great personalities
such as the likes of Junayd and Bayazid would hold their breath when presenting
themselves.”

Thus, it is essential for Muslims to first learn the manners, etiquettes & respect of
presenting oneself in the noble court of the Holy Prophet %, and then present
themselves. Moreover, people must also avoid taking selfies etc. with their backs
faced towards the blessed & sacred resting place, otherwise even the smallest of
inadvertent oversights can cause one’s deeds to fritter away.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



