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Do we pray Qasr or full salah in our homes in Pakistan?
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: If we have a home in the U.K. and a home in Pakistan also,
then when we go to Pakistan and intend to stay less than fifteen days, are we
meant to pray Qasr or full salah?

Questioner: Nusrat from U.K.

ANSWER:
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If someone has made their home in the U.K. their watan asli [permanent place of
residence], just as is the case with the majority of Muslims who live here, and their
wife & children reside in their home in Pakistan, then the home in Pakistan will also be
regarded as a permanent place of residence for such person, and thus one will not do
Qasr after having gone there; rather, one will pray salah in full. However, if one just
has a home there but the family of said person do not reside in Pakistan, then such
place being a watan asli or not for this person is differed among the scholars. Some
say that this place will no longer remain a permanent place of residence for such
person, because the matter to be considered is the family, not houses. However, some
have said that it is still a permanent place of residence for this person, however the
correct opinion is that if such a person’s wife & children are not living there, then it will
cease to be a watan asli. If one intends to stay there for less than fifteen days, then
one will perform Qasr.

Just as Durr Mukhtar has chosen this opinion,
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Likewise, this opinion has been given precedence in Radd al-Muhtar which denotes
upon it being the preferred opinion,
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[al-Durr al-Mukhtar & Radd al-Muhtar, vol 2, pg 739]

In a similar manner, it is stated in Bahar-e-Sharrat that if a person’s watan asli is at
one place and he has now made another place his watan. In this case, if he has
children and family still living at the first place, then both are regarded as ‘asl’
(Permanent), otherwise the first will no longer be regarded as the asli, be this whether



there is a length of travel [the legal distance required for a journey according to Islamic
Law] between both places or not.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



