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Is it permissible to work for Tesco, Asda or any other company?

QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding the
following issue: Which jobs are permissible here in the UK. and which are
impermissible. Can you solve my problem because some people say that it is
impermissible to work in Tesco, and some also say that it is impermissible to work in
Asda. Some also say that it is impermissible to work in a chicken factory, so in this
case, what job are we meant to do. If one tries finding a lawful job, then one finds out
later on that the owner was involved in haram actions, and was probably paying wages
with unlawful money. So what is the ruling for us in such case?

Questioner: Many people from U.K.

ANSWER:
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I will request the general rule of thumb, which is actually the answer to thousands of issues
like this. There are two types of jobs:

1. One in which a person is involved in impermissible tasks. Such as the task involving the
selling of unlawful meat or alcohol to a Muslim, or the giving and taking of usury [interest], or
even receiving it, etc - all of these come under the responsibility of the person involved. This
type of job is haram, even if the income of such a person is paid solely from a halal source,
even such halal wealth is haram for this person.

2. The other which itself is permissible to do, however the one paying the wages receives
haram wealth. So, if one knows that the wage which is being giving is, in essence, haram
wealth, then taking this is also haram. However, it is very difficult to ascertain whether such
money has come from a haram source. Though if the haram wealth of the owner is mixed
along with any of his halal wealth, or the haram wealth has changed to halal, in the sense that
he gave the haram wealth to someone, and in exchange for this, he took some other wealth.
Then if the owner paid the wage using this exchanged money, then it is permissible for you to
take this from him. However, if it was actually haram wealth which he gave you, but you were
unaware of whether it was haram or halal, then your taking this is still permissible.

Just as Sayyidi Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan, upon whom be infinite mercies, states
that there are two types of employment. One is that which itself involves impermissible tasks,
such as working somewhere which involves the giving & taking of usury [interest], making note
& taking account of it, asking for it; he is responsible for all of these. Such a job is haram itself,
even if such person is paid from solely a halal source. This halal wealth is also haram for this
person [to take] as well, and is hardm wealth, thus haram upon haram.

The other is that particular job is, in essence, permissible, but the one paying the wages is
someone who receives haram wealth. The ruling in such said case is that if one knows that
whatever is being paid is, in essence, haram wealth, then unless it is exchanged, mixed, or
used up [and thus replaced with halal wealth], it is haram to take, otherwise it is permissible.
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‘Imam Muhammad, upon whom be mercy, has stated that as long as we don’t know something
is haram in essence, then we will choose this opinion; it is harrated as such in Hindiyyah from
Zhahtriyyah.”

[Fatawa Hindiyyah, vol 5, ch 2, pg 342]

Sayyidi Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan, upon whom be countless mercies, has also
stated in another place that if one has a job which itself entails permissible tasks, then it is
permissible. Such a person should not take wage in which there is the involvement of usury
[interest]. However, if it is a case of mixed money or it is not known [whether it is haram or
not], then one may take this. Likewise, one may use the money of an unknown source in aid
of a masjid or madrasah, more so in the case when the most part is halal.

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol 19, pg 524]

The basis to the answer for all of these matters is what Imam Muhammad, upon be mercy,
has stated, that until one does not come to know that the wealth | am about to receive is in
essence haram, or mixed/exchanged with other [halal] wealth, then it is impermissible to take
from such, otherwise it is permissible. Just as it is stated in Fatawa Hindiyyah,
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“Scholars have differed over taking a wage, etc from a king, sultan, etc; some have said it is
permissible so long as one does not come to know that it is actually haram wealth from which
he gives from. Imdm Muhammad, upon whom be mercy, states that when we don’t know
something is haram in its essence, then we will choose this opinion.”

[Fatawa Hindiyyah, vol 5, ch 2, pg 342]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



