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Is the urine of a child impure?

AKJ\ d)u)ujcem‘}b)u\}dﬁw\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Is the urine of a child impure - is this proven from Hadith.
Some people say it is not impure because the child is only drinking milk; he/she
IS not eating any food, etc. If it is impure, will one have to do wud@’ or will
someone only have to change their clothes - what is the method of purifying
them?

Questioner: Zaynab from Italy
ANSWER:
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The urine of a human being is najasah ghalizhah [major impurity] and unclean, even
if it is the urine of such a child who does not even eat food. Thus, if there is urine on
the clothes, then they need to be washed; there is no need to perform wudd’ nor
change the clothes. This is proven from many Hadiths, that the Messenger of Allah
poured water over the urine of a child.

Just as it is stated in the Hadith of Sahih al-BukharT and Sunan Nasa'r that Umm al-
Mu’'minin Sayyidah ‘A’ishah, may Allah be content with her, states that,
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“A child was brought to the Messenger of Allah # and it urinated on the garment. The
Prophet £ asked for water and poured it over the soiled place.”

[Sahth al-Bukhart, Hadith no 222. Sunan Nasa'l, Hadith no 304]

It is narrated in Musnad Imam Ahmad by Sayyidah ‘A’'ishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, that,
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“The Messenger of Allah £ would have children brought to him for him to supplicate
for them. Once a child urinated, so he # said to pour water over it well.”

[Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, vol 4, pg 46, Hadith no 24238]



Pouring water over the urine of a child is in fact washing, and it is stated in the
renowned Hanaft figh book - Durr Mukhtar & Radd al-Muhtar - that,
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“The urine from whose flesh is not eaten (such as a human being) is najasah ghalizhah
[major impurity], even if it is of a small child and he is not yet eating food i.e. washing
its urine is a must.”

[al-Durr al-Mukhtar & Radd al-Muhtar, vol 1, pg 318]

It is also stated in Fatawa Hindiyyah,
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“There are two types of impurity: The first is mughallazhah [thick] (whose rulings are
more stern), and likewise the urine of small boy or girl is najasah ghalizhah [major
impurity]; whether they eat food or not.”

[Fatawa Hindiyyah, vol 1, part 2, pg 46]

Furthermore, it is stated in Bahar-e-Sharrat that the urine of a milk-drinking child, be
it a male or female, is najasah ghalizhah. There is a common theory amongst the
laymen that the urine of milk drinking children is pure; this is completely incorrect.

[Bahar-e-SharTat, vol 1, part 2, pg 390]

Mentioning the method of how to purify impure clothes from thin impurity, the author
of Bahar-e-Sharrat - Mufti Amjad Ali Azham - states that if the impurity is fluid-like,
then to wash it thrice and squeeze it adequately, using one’s full strength thrice will
purify it. To squeeze it adequately with one’s full strength means that the person who
is squeezing it should squeeze it with his full strength, to the extent that if he squeezes
it after this again, no drop should come out from it. If he worries about the clothing and
does not squeeze it thoroughly, it will not be purified.

[Bahar-e-SharTat, vol 1, part 2, pg 398]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



