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The issue of wearing a ta’'wiz in the bathroom

AKJ\ d)u)ujcem‘}b)u\}dﬁw\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: How is to go to the washroom whilst wearing a Quranic
ta’wiz [amulet/talisman]. Sometimes people be wearing such a ring which has
Quranic verses inscribed on it, so what should one do when going to the
lavatory?

Questioner: Ayaz from U.K.

ANSWER:
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If the ta’'wiz which consists of Quranic verses is wrapped & covered in something, then
there is no problem in going with this to the WC, however it is better to avoid. Just as
it is mentioned in Durr Mukhtar,
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“It is not makrah [disliked] to enter the lavatory while wearing rugyah [i.e. ta’'wiz] which
is in a cover, but it is better to avoid.”

And Allah Almighty knows best.
[Durr Mukhtar, vol 1, pg 178]

If the ta’'wiz is out in the open, in the sense that the verses, etc are visible, then it is
makrdh [disliked] to go to the lavatory while wearing this type of ta'wiz, as this is
disrespectful. Just as it is stated in Ghunyah al-Mustamli,
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“It is makruah [disliked] to enter the place of relief i.e. the lavatory when someone has
a ring on their finger which has some (words) of the Qur'an or any Sacred Name of
Allah Almighty (written), because this is neglecting respect & greatness. It has been
mentioned that if the stone of the ring is facing the palm, then it is not makrah. If there
is something (i.e. paper, etc) in one’s pocket which has part of the Qur’an or the Holy
Name of Allah Almighty on it, then there is no problem with this. Likewise, if it is closed



and wrapped & folded in something, then there is still no problem in this, but it is better
to avoid.”

[Ghunyah al-Mustamli, pg 60]
Furthermore, it is stated in Maraq,
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“Whichever person has such a thing that has the Sacred Name of Allah Almighty or
some verse of the Holy Qur'an written on it, then it is makrah for such a person to enter
the lavatory, and leaving it uncovered has been prohibited.”

[Maraq al-Falah, vol 30]

With regards to sacred rings, it has been mentioned in Hadith with Sayyiduna Anas,
may Allah Almighty he pleased with him, stating that,
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“When the Messenger of Allah £ would enter the area in which he # would relieve
himself, he 2 would remove the ring.”

[Sunan Tirmidht, Hadith no 1746]*

Mentioning the reason for taking off the ring before entering the washroom, the
scholars state that,
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“This is because the words ‘Muhammad [#] is the Messenger of Allah’ were engraved
on the ring. TibT states that the proof in this is that it is necessary that the one cleaning
themselves in the washroom should keep the respected names of Allah # and the
Noble Messenger % separate, as well as the Holy Quran. Abhart said that likewise
the names of all the other Messengers should [also] be kept separate. Ibn Hajar al-
‘Asqalant states that from this one comes to know that it is mustahabb
[recommended/desirable] for the one who intends to relieve himself that he keeps
separates everything which is worthy of being respected, such as the name of Allah
Almighty, a Prophet or Angel. If he goes against this, then this will be makrah due to
the neglecting of respect.”

[Hashiyah, vol 1, pg 54]

Sayyidi Ala Hazrat states with regards to the authenticity of this Hadith that,

1 Also in Sunan Nasa't
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‘I say, rather, the four muhaddiths (Imam Tirmidht, Imam Abd Dawad, Imam Nasa't &
Imam lbn Majah, may Allah Almighty shower mercy upon them), Ibn Hibban and
Hakim have narrated this, and some of its chains of narration are Sahth [authentic].”

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol 4, pg 582]

Moreover, Sayyidi Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan, may Allah Almighty shower
countless mercies upon him, states in Fatawa Ridawiyyah with regards to a sacredly
engraved ring that the conclusion of the issue is that whosoever is wearing a ring which
has some words of the Holy Qur’an, blessed names such as the Sacred Name of Allah
Almighty, the name of the Majestic Qur'an, or the names of the Prophets, or the names
of Angels, upon whom be peace & praise, then he is commanded that when he enters
the lavatory, that he removes the ring and leaves it outside; this is better. If such person
fears that it will get lost, then he may place it in his pocket, or wrap it in something else
as this is permissible also. Although it is better to avoid it [when there is] no need.
Nonetheless, if neither of these situations is the case and one enters the lavatory as
so [meaning with the ring on], then doing so is makrth.

oy g e bl (L alel gy s dlel a3 Al
GJJG;\,};’A(&»\EMM\}]\@S

Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



