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Is it a must to remove the pubic hairs of a deceased person?

ATU\ J}UGJ;?M\}ULAU.&M\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Is it essential that one removes the pubic hair of a
deceased person? Is this part of washing the deceased?

Questioner: Zeeshan from London, U.K.

ANSWER:
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Removing the public hairs (i.e. the hair from below the navel), or from any other
area for that matter, is not a part of washing the deceased. In fact, cutting them is
impermissible and makrah tahrimt [majorly disliked]. If someone has cut the pubic
hair of a deceased person, they must repent. The hairs are to be placed in the
shroud, just as it is mentioned in Durr Mukhtar,
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“The hair of the deceased will not be removed, meaning doing so is makrdh
tahrimt.”

Regarding this, ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shami, may Allah % shower mercy upon
him, states in Radd al-Muhtar that,
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“It is makrah tahrimt to cut the hair of the deceased because it is stated in al-
Qunyah that beautifying, combing or cutting the hair after death is not permissible.
If the hair of the deceased was cut [knowingly or unknowingly - as it is not allowed],
then it should be placed in the shroud.”

[al-Durr al-Mukhtar & Radd al-Muhtar, vol 3, pg 104]

On a further note, it is stated in Bahar-e-Shari’at that to comb the beard or the hair
on the head of the deceased or to clips the nails or to shave off, trim or pluck out
hair from anywhere is impermissible and makrah tahrimi. The ruling is that he must
be buried in the condition in which he is. However, if a nail is broken, then one can



remove this. If the hair or nails were clipped (which is not allowed), then this too
must be kept in the shroud.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



