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THE RULING OF WEARING A TIE

QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding the
following issue, that is it permissible for a Muslim to wear a tie for work or an
interview because some companies make it a condition that one has to wear one.
What is the ruling for wearing a tie? Some books mention that it is impermissible
however an overwhelming number of Muslims wear it so are they all doing
something impermissible?

Questioner: Awais from England

ANSWER:
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To wear a tie nowadays is permissible. Wearing a tie is no longer a specifically religious
symbol of Christians, rather it is used by both non-Muslims and Muslims and there are a
certain number of Muslims who do wear one as well as it being a part of the uniform for
several Muslim institutes. Thus, wearing a tie nowadays does not mean one is imitating
non-Muslims, nor does any Muslim wear a tie with such intention either, because only that
resemblance of non-Muslims which is prohibited and impermissible is that which is either
with the intention of imitating them, that being a specific sign or symbol of theirs or
performing that action which is prohibited in terms of sharrah.

Just as Sayyidi Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmad Rida Khan, may Allah have mercy upon him,
states, “It has become clear from this research that only that resemblance is prohibited
and makrooh in which the person doing so has the intention of imitation, or that matter is
a specific sign of the misguided, or it has an issue in itself that it is prohibited by shari’ah.
Unless they are from any of these types, there is no reason for it being prohibited at all.”

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, Vol. 24, Pg 535]

None of these reasons are intended when wearing a tie; meaning it is not a person’s
intention to imitate non-Muslims when wearing a tie, nor does wearing a tie any longer
remain a specific sign of them nor is it prohibited due to a reason in terms of sharrah, thus
there is no harm in wearing such. However, it is still better to avoid doing so as even
nowadays it is not an act of respectable people. In some books where it is written as
impermissible, this is limited to during that era when it was a specific symbol of non-
Muslims, for example, when wearing a tie used to be a specific symbol of Christians. Now
it is no longer the case, therefore it will no longer have the same ruling either because it
is necessary for an action being a sign of a particular nation for that action to be recognised
for that specific nation, and that not being found in any other nation other than the original
one. If it is found in various other nations and it is not a specific sign from which that
particular nation is recognised, then that action cannot be a symbol of that nation.



Just as Sayyidi Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmad Rida Khan states, “Nevertheless, the
ascertaining of this (resemblance) is when it is unequivocally a specific symbol of theirs in
that area and time period from which they are recognised and it is not found in others
except them, otherwise what place is there for (this) being necessary [meaning, if it is a
symbol of one nation alongside other nations, then it cannot be necessary claimed that it
is a specific symbol of that one nation; it may be or it may be not]. Yes, if that matter itself
is objectionable in the eyes of sharrah then due to this reason, it will remain to be
prohibited or makrooh, not due to the reason of resemblance.”

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, Vol. 24, Pg. 532]

This can be further understood as such, that there was once an era in which wearing a
ring on the right hand was a sign of the Rawafid [a Shia sect], thus the scholars prohibited
the wearing of a ring on the right hand in order to save oneself from resembling the
Rawafid. However, now it is totally permissible to wear a ring on the right hand as it is no
longer a sign of theirs.

Just as it is stated in Durr Mukhtar ma’ Radd al-Muhtar,
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“It was said that it is a sign of only the Rawafid thus it is wajib to avoid this.”
‘Allamah Shamt writes under this saying,
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“Wearing a ring on the right hand used to be a sign of theirs, then it became disassociated
from them and in this era it finished being a sign of theirs, thus now one will not be
prohibited from such, whatever the case may be.”

[Durr Mukhtar ma’ Radd al-Muhtar, Fasl fT al-Lubs, Vol. 6, Pg. 361, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘limiyyah]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



