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KNOWLEDGE IS LIGHT

Playing cards game

What do the scholars of the Din and Muftis of Islam say that, is it
permissible to play card games? Abbas from UK

‘g_“m)ll ol s
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So regarding this, it’s a request that it in Islam, it is impermissible and
sinful to play card games because usually in this game, it’s a condition
that whoever loses will give money and this is known as gambling and
with regards to gambling, Allah Almighty states in the Holy Quran,

u.la.\.u.a.ll J—AS-u.OL}AQJ e}bw 3 g_aLua.\w 3;1-«1-\“ ‘9‘,.43.” La.\l |3.\.o| u.mJl L@.rl.r
u}AJSA ‘asl.:.l ay;\als
O believers! Wine, and gambling, and idols, and fortune-telling arrows (to
ascertain luck or predict future events) are but impure; the works of
Shaitaan, therefore keep avoiding them in order that you may attain
success.
(Surah al-Maidah, 90)
Likewise, Allah Almighty states in another place,
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O believers! Do not unfairly consume the wealth of each other
(Surah al-Nisa, 29)

And explaining the tafsir of ‘unfairly’, the commentators of the Quran have
wrote,

Lap.g GLAll as,uulg uuaa.”j JLalej LG a IJ;.II_; TR
In other words the meaning of the verse is that, ‘O believers! Do not
consume the wealth which is unlawful, from interest, from gambling,
seized by force, stolen, deception, etc.’
(Tafsir al-Baghawt, Vol. 2, Pg. 199)
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And it’s in a blessed Hadith that the Holy Prophet £ stated that,
Sunkly Saddl oial ole aia df O

Indeed Allah Almighty has made wine and gambling unlawful for my

ummah.
(Musnad Imam Ahmad, Hadith no. 6564)

And if one does not gamble, meaning someone is playing but with no
money, it is still impermissible and sinful because there are pictures on
some of the cards which are known as king, queen, joker, etc, and these
cards are regarded to be more valuable. Therefore due to these pictures
being included and respecting such pictures, it is impermissible and
sinful.

And usually the people who are habitual of playing this have no concern at
all over Jama’ah [congregational prayer], fard and wajib actions and
remain playing for a great deal of time.

It is stated in al-Durr al-Mukhtar,

582 Y 5saa ¥ Lo (o sui Ls s
Any action which leads to an impermissible action is itself impermissible.
(Radd al-Mukhtar ‘ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Vol. 6, Pg. 360)

And even then, there is no actual worldly benefit to playing cards nor is
there any benefit in the Hereafter, and any action which has no worldly
benefit nor any in the Hereafter is regarded as useless. And from the
attributes of successful people which Allah Almighty has mentioned in the
Quran, one of them is,

08> Je Salll (4= 2 (il
And [those] who do not incline towards vain talk.
(Surah al-Muminun, 3)
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And it’s also in Hadith that the Holy Prophet stated that,

Meaning, it’s from the beauty of Islam that a person leaves useless
matters.
(Sunan al-Tirmizht, Hadith no. 2317)

And if someone does not physically play cards, meaning with the hands,
but rather plays the same game on the phone, tablet, computer, etc, this is
still regarded as useless play and amusement of which one is not
permitted in Islam to partake in.
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Answered by: Abu Hanzsalabh Kbalid Tasneem Al-Madanzi (... , . s a0, s
Verified by: Mefte Abee Athar- Mehammad Afecre Al Madarnd

Translated by:Haider Ali Qadirt
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