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THE RULING ON ZAKAAT ON RENT MONEY
QUESTION:

What do the scholars and muftis of the noble Shari’ah say regarding this
matter; | have bought two houses in Pakistan and | am receiving rent from
them. Do | have to pay Zakah on the value of the two houses or is it necessary
on the money | receive from rent alone?

Questioner: Talib from England

ANSWER:
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In the scenario of the question, the houses have been given out on rent. Therefore,
Zakah will not be payed upon the value of the two houses. Rather, it will be
necessary to pay Zakah on the money received from rent as long as the other
conditions of Zakah are met. This is because Zakah is only given upon mal-e-nami
(wealth that grows in nature) and houses do not fall into this category. However, if
the houses were purchased for commerce i.e. to sell, then due to becoming mal-e-
tijarat (wealth used for business), it will become wajib to give Zakah upon the value
of the houses; otherwise it will not be necessary. As mentioned in Masbut Sarkhasi:

"B AN 44 ¢k Gk ¥ el o3 B el | Taay el S BE3H ciliad (Y
“...because the nisab of Zakah is mal-e-nami and this meaning is not found in these
things unless the intent of commerce is found.”

[Kitab-ul-Mabsit Vol.2 pg.264]

In response to a similar question, Mufti Wagar-ul-Din =)l ~le states:

“That house which has been constructed without the intent of being sold but rather it
has been built for personal use, Zakah will be given from the money received from
renting out that house and not from the value of it.”

[Wagar-ul-Fatawa Vol.2 pg.391]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia Qadri

Translated by Dawud Hanif



