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METHOD OF BATHING THE DECEASED
A Uy e 2l 55 sheall 5 daesl)
Question:

What do the scholars and muftis of the noble Shari’ah say regarding the
following matter; what is the method of bathing the deceased according to
the Hanafi school of thought?

Questioner: ‘Ukkash from Sheffield, UK

Answer:
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Method of bathing the deceased according to the Hanafi school:

& Firstly, fumigate with frankincense, 3, 5 or 7 times, the platform on which
the corpse is to be washed. Take burning incense in a container and circle
it around the platform for the number of times mentioned.

& Place the body on the platform and cover the area from the navel to the
knees using a cloth.

& The person washing the body should cover his hands and perform istinja
(of the corpse).

& Then do wudu (minor ablution) as done before salah (the ritual prayer), i.e.
wash the face and arms including the elbows, wipe the head and wash the
feet. There is no washing of hands up to the wrists, gargling, and sniffing
of water into the nose.

& Wipe the teeth, gums, lips, and nostrils using a wet cloth or cotton wool.

< If hair on the head and beard are present, wash them with a clean soap. If
a soap is not available, washing with plain water will suffice.

& Turn the body onto its left side and pour water (heated in jujube leaves)
from head to toe. The water must reach the platform. Then turn the body
onto its right side and do the same. If water heated in jujube leaves is not
available, then plain lukewarm water will suffice.

& Make the body sit by reclining on a support. Massage the stomach gently
downwards. If any waste leaves the body, then wash it away. It is not
necessary to perform wudu and ghusl again.

& Finally, pour camphor water from head to toe.

& Gently wipe the body with a clean cloth.



It is mentioned in al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah:
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri

Translated by the SeekersPath Team



