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RULING REGARDING A WOMAN KISSING OR TOUCHING HER SON-IN-
LAW

A Jsmy e 2Dl 3 sl 5 diresl
QUESTION:

What do the scholars and muftis of the noble Shari’ah say regarding the
following matter; what is the legal ruling regarding a woman kissing her
son-in-law on the forehead or cheek? What is the ruling regarding her
touching his hair, like it is commonplace in our community?

Questioner: A brother from England

ANSWER:
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If a woman kisses her son-in-law on his forehead or cheek out of lustful desire,
then musaharah (marriage forbiddance) will be established. His wife will be
forbidden upon him forever. If it is not done out of lustful desire, forbiddance will
not be established.

It is stated in Bahar-e Shari'at: “If the woman, out of lustful desire, touches or
kisses the man, or sees his genitalia, then marriage forbiddance will be
established.” (Bahar-e Shari’at, vol. 2, part 7, pg. 24)

The same ruling applies to a woman touching her son-in-law’s hair out of lustful
desire, i.e. marriage forbiddance will be established.

It is stated in Bahar-e Shari'at: “Forbiddance is established even by touching the
hair.” (Bahar-e Shari’at, vol. 2, part 7, pg. 23)

The indication of lustful desire in a man is the erection of his penis. If it was
already erect, then further erection is an indication of the presence of lustful
desire. In women, it is indicated by movement of the vagina.

It is stated in Durr al-mukhtar:

a0 .

A8 EOR3 € Ais R0 5 8100 Gy Al 4 A5G S5l 4l 8585 L WS
45355

Translation: “The limit of lustful desire is erection of the penis or further erection
(if it was already erect). Verdict is passed on this basis. In a woman or an old



man, the movement or enlargement of the anterior private organ (indicates lustful
desire).” (Durr al-mukhtar, vol. 3, pg. 33)

There are extremely rare instances of a woman kissing her son-in-law. Thus, this
verdict is not to be applied to everyone. In any case, scholars must be
approached. It is suggested that a woman must not kiss her son-in-law even
without lustful desire as it is better for both.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri

Translated by the SeekersPath Team



