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WORKING IN A SUPERMARKET WHERE ALCOHOL IS SOLD

QUESTION: What do the scholars and muftis of the mighty Shari’ah say
regarding the following matter, how is it to work in supermarkets, where we
sometimes have to handle alcohol and if a customer requests it, we must give
it to them. Also, we have to stock it on the shelves and touch them, how is it to
do such ajob?

Questioner: Qasim from England

ANSWER:
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It is impermissible to work such a job which involves alcohol being touched, lifted,
placed, encouraged to be place, sold or encouraged to be sold. ‘Ala Hazrat Imam
Ahmad Raza Khan (may Allah envelope him in mercy) states,

“Producing alcohol, having it produced, touching it, lifting it, placing it, having it
placed, selling it, having it sold, taking benefit from it and giving benefit through it is
haram haram haram! The job which involves these actions, watching over alcohol or
its costing are all impermissible”. Allah (Most High) states,
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“And do not assist one another in sin and enmity”. [Sarah al-Ma’idah, Verse 2]
[Fatawa Razawiyyah, Volume 23, pg 569]
The Messenger of Allah (upon him be peace and blessings) said,
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“Allah has cursed alcohol, the one who drinks it, the one who serves it to others, its
seller, its buyer, its maker, the one who it is made for, its carrier, the one who it is
carried to and the one who consumes the money made from it.”

[Sunan Abt Dawid, Kitab al-Ashribah, Bab al-‘Asir li al-Khamr, Vokume 2, pg 161]
[al-Mustadrak li al-Hakim al-Ashribah, Volume 4, pg 145]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Zameer Ahmed



