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DOES WUDU BREAK DUE TO BLEEDING FROM THE ARMPIT?

Question:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state
regarding the following issue: while shaving the armpits, blood oozes out
from tiny boils, stopping which is very difficult. In what situation, does
wudu (minor ablution) break due to this (blood)? If the blood dries up, shall
salah be offered without washing it away or not?

Questioner: Bilal, Leicester, UK
Answer:

G saall 5 all 21 aglll Gl 1) U ) san il sall
Sometimes while shaving the hair from the armpits, blood oozes out from tiny
boils when they get ruptured. If this blood is of a quantity that can flow, then it is a

nullifier of wudu.

Imam Ahmad Rida Khan (may Allah % have mercy upon him) states, “Flowing
means to slide down after emerging. If it does not slide due to some restriction
and would have flowed if the restriction was not present, then it is also
considered flowing. Such flowing (of blood) is considered as a nullifier of wudu
according to the consensus of our Imams (Hanafis).”

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 1, pg. 372]

If the blood that is capable of flowing stains something (cloth, etc.) and dries up,
and is more than the size of a dirham in span [in the UK a 50p coin is the
equivalent to the size of a dirham], then washing it is fard (obligatory). Offering
salah by wearing clothes that are smeared by such blood is not permissible. If
someone offers salah by wearing such clothes, it is invalid, because blood is
najasah ghalizah (heavy impurity).

It is mentioned in Bahar-e Shari’at, “The ruling regarding najasah ghalizah is that
if it stains the body or clothes and spans more than a dirham, then cleaning it is
fard. If someone offers salah without cleaning the stain, then it will not be valid at
all. If it is equal to the size of a dirham, cleaning it is wajib (compulsory). Offering
salah in such a case will make it makruh tahrimi (prohibitively disliked). Offering it
knowingly (in this condition) is a sin. Re-offering the salah (after cleaning the
impurity) is wajib. If the quantity of impurity is less than that of a dirham, then



cleaning it is a sunnah. Salah will be acceptable with it but will be against the
Sunnah. Re-offering the salah in such a case is better.”

[Bahar-e Shari’at, vol. 1, part 2, pg. 189]

Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri

Translated by the SeekersPath Team



