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TARAWIH BEHIND AN IMAM WHO RECITES THE QUR'AN FAST

Question:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding the
following issue: The imam at our local masjid recites the Qur'an very fast during
the Tarawih prayer, listening to which and figuring out what is being read is very
difficult. In this case, is it permissible for me to avoid the masjid in my locality and
go to another masjid where shorter Surahs (Quranic chapters) are read slowly
and clearly at an audible pace?

Questioner: Ahmad from UK

Answer:

PRSPV | (v
G saall 5 all 21 aglll Gl 1) U ) san il sall
If the Quran is read at your local masjid with such a fast pace that some words
are being left out and some are not pronounced properly, then it is permissible
for you to avoid this masjid and go to another one where shorter Surahs are read
with tajwid (articulation).

It is mentioned in Fatawa Hindiyya,

baadua &5 Al Gala ¥ GAT dala) G813y

“If the imam makes lahn (mistakes in pronunciation), then there is no problem in
avoiding his masjid.”

However, it is a sunnah muakkadah (emphasised sunnah) to complete the entire
Qur'an once in Tarawih. If it is easy to go to another masjid where the entire
Qur’an is read completely, then one should go there and gain the reward of
sunnah muakkadah.

It is mentioned in al-Durr al-Mukhtar,
a B8l Joukd 234N &% Yy A0 8 5a A3A g

“Complete recitation once is sunnah and it should not be abandoned due to
laziness of the community.” (al-Durr al-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pg. 601)

If you are not able to go to such a masijid, or if it is not possible due to it being far
away, then you may offer Tarawih in the masjid where shorter Surahs are read
correctly.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri



