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The usage of recycled water
A Q3 o Al 5 glially & sl
All Praises is due to Almighty Allah %
Choicest Salutations and Greetings upon the Messenger of Almighty Allah %

What is the verdict of the Learned Scholars of the Din and the Muftis (Learned Scholars of Shariah)
regarding the following mas’alah (legal case), In our country England lots of cities use recycled
water i.e. water from the gutters and the pipes is cleaned and returned through water-pipes back
to homes. Are Wudu (ablution) and Ghusl (purificatory bath) with such water valid?

il gially Al g aghil G sh el ¢ sy Gl gali

The Answer with the support of Allah. O Almighty Allah #! Grant guidance upon truth and
correctness.

According to our research the recycled water supplied to homes in England is Tahir (pure) and
Mutahhir (purifying). Wudu (ablution) and Ghusl (purificatory bath) performed with this water
will be valid this is because | have researched and seen the water recycling system here. Initially
dirty/impure water is collected from the cities, then at water treatment plants the water is
cleaned using many different chemicals. This cleaned water is then sent directly to fields
[agricultural land], factories and rivers and the like. Homes however are indirectly supplied i.e.
before supplying it to homes this water is pumped into rivers, seas, or the ground. Water is then
extracted from rivers or ground wells, filtered and supplied to homes just as is clear from this
diagram:
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This happens in America [the details in the above diagram], also here in England water is recycled
in this manner. The recycling system of one of London’s water companies can be understood from
the following diagram:

In this system water is also cleaned and pumped into the river. This is the same process and

system used by the water company supplying water to the city from which the original question
has come from i.e Derby. Now we will take a look at it’s detailed ruling.

When impure (najis) water is collected from gutters and cleaned at water treatment plants it
remains impure (najis). However when it is subsequently pumped into rivers or the sea for the
supply of households, it has become a large amount of water (ma’ kathir) and by mixing with
flowing water it too becomes flowing water (ma’ jari). Flowing water or a large body of water does
not become impure when an impurity mixes with it, unless the effect of the impurity i.e. its colour,
smell or taste becomes evident. In regards to a huge amount of water the Holy Prophet £ has
stated:
43 Gds ALady 530 31 ek 450, A5 &) ) el sl &)
“A large amount of water is pure except if it’s smell, taste or colour changes due to an
impurity occurring in it.”

(As Sunan Al Kabeer chapter large amount water does not become impure vol. 1, page 33 Hadith
no: 1273)

It is stated in al-Durr al-Mukhtar:
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It is permissible to perform Wudhu (ablution) with flowing water even if an impurity has fallen
into it. The water will not become impure until the impurity changes the colour, smell or taste of
the water, even if there is a dead animal in the water or many people have urinated in it.

(al-Durr al-Mukhtar and Radd al-Muhtar Kitabut Taharah , Babul Mi’aa , Matlab fi an attawadhi
minal iwadh vol.1 pg.370)

Re-cycled water is like normal clear water and the colour, taste or smell of the river is not affected
by it. Secondly, if the recycled water has the colour, smell or taste of impurity, even then, due to
the fact that it is a small quantity of water (ma’ galil), the river’s water will not be effected. The
principle is that if an impurity changes the qualities of flowing water i.e. the water’s colour, taste
or smell then the flowing water would become impure. Such impure water will become pure when
so much pure water mixes with it that it causes the impurity to be carried away or causes its taste,
colour and smell to become like normal water.

Just as it has been mentioned in Bahare Shart’ah:

Flowing water, wherein if a blade of grass is placed it should carry it away, is pure and purifying.
If any impurity falls into it, it will not cause it to become impure, as long as that impurity does not
cause its colour, taste or smell to change. If some impurity causes its colour, taste or smell to
change, then it is regarded as being impure. This will now only be regarded as pure water after
the impurity settles and the original qualities of the water re-appear, or if such an amount of
water is added into it, which carries the impurity away (i.e. it flows away); or if the colour, taste
and smell of the water normalises. If something which is regarded as pure caused the colour, taste
or smell of flowing water to change, then Wudu and Ghusl| with this water is still permissible, as
long as the water does not become changed to another substance.

(Bahare SharT’at vol 1 part 2, under the explanation of water rule no 5 page 33)

It has become established then that in such a recycling system wherein water after being cleaned
is supplied to homes after having been pumped into the sea, rivers, lakes or underground, that
water is pure and purifying.
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