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QUESTION:
What do the scholars and muftis of the mighty Shari’ah say regarding this matter: how

much water did The Noble Prophet [may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him]
use in the performance of wudu and ghusl?

ANSWER:
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During the era of The Noble Prophet [may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him],
modern measurements were not used. In those times, measurements, such as mudd and
sa’a were used, hence, there is mention of these [measurements] in the narrations. There
is difference concerning these in the narrations. According to those narrations which the
scholars have authenticated the Messenger of Allah (may the peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) used to perform wudd with one mudd of water and ghusl with one sa’a of
water. When ghusl and wudu would be performed together such as the ghusl which is
performed in the state of janabah then one sa’a and one mudd i.e. 5 mudd of water would
be used as researched by al-lmam Ahmad Rida Khan (may Allah shower him with mercy)
in al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyyah. If this were to be evaluated according to modern measures
the Messenger (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) would perform wudi
with approximately 1.25 litres of water and ghusl alone with 5 litres of water and ghusl
with wudi using 6.25 litres of water and sometimes with more or less than this.

Just as it is mentioned in the Blessed Hadith of Sahth al-Bukhart:

“The Prophet [may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him] would perform ghusl
with one sa’a upto five mudd of water, and wudd with one mudd of water.

[Sahthal-Bukhart, Bab al-Wudibil-Mudd, Hadith No. 198]

The one who reads ahadith will be well aware that there are varying narrations regarding
The Noble Prophet’s [may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him] usage of water
in wudi and ghusl. It is proven that He [may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him] would perform wudi with one mudd of water, and in some narrations, more than
one is mentioned. He [may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him] used to perform
ghusl with one sa’a of water, and in some narrations, there is mention of two sa’a, three
sa’a and there is mention of other measures also.

My master A’la Hazrat al-Imam Ahmad Rida Khan (may Allah cover him with mercy)
mentions that most of the ahadith mention one sa’a and in the hadith of Sayyiduna Anas
(may Allah be pleased with him) 5 mudd is mentioned. He explains the conformity of the
two narrations in that one mudd would have been for the performance of wudi and the
remaining sa’a for ghusl, in this way [collectively] there were 5 mudd for ghusl.

[al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyyah Jild 2 pg 495]

One sa’a is equal to four mudd, and according to modern measurements, one sa’a is
3.84kg; approximately 4kg. Meaning that The Messenger of Allah [may the peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him] would perform ghusl with water from a container which
could hold approximately 4kg of wheat, because a sa’a is a tool which is used to measure



wheat. If water was to be placed into this container, it would come to around 5 litres, as
mentioned in Fatawa Europe. If it [container] can hold one kilogram of wheat, then the
water it can hold will amount to approximately 25% more, i.e 1.25 litres. Thus, it is
established that The Messenger of Allah [may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him] would perform ghusl with approximately 5 litres of water, and wudu with 1.25 litres
of water, sometimes it would be more or less than this. It is established then that the
Prophet (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) would perform wudi using
approximately 1.25 litres of water, ghusl alone using 5 litres of water and ghusl and wudu
together using 6.25 litres of water and sometimes the water would be more or less than
this.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri



